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DAILY BRIEF 


I 0 THE COMMUNIST BLOC 

♦ Soviet leadership : Khrushchev may have had as 
much as one third of the central committee against 
him last week when he presented his machine tractor 
station proposal, Despite approval of the plan, he 
faces opposition from conservative elements in the 
party and reportedly even members of his ’’own cir- 
cle," who fear a setback to collectivization in the sat- 
ellites. 



♦ Summit talks— Bulganin reply : Premier Bulganin’s 
call for an early foreign ministers 9 conference to ar- 
range the agenda, composition, time and place of a sum- 
mit meeting is aimed at increasing pressure on the West 
to drop it s demands for substantive pre paratory nego- 
tiations. 
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Lebanon: Another period of political turmoil, ac- 
companied by increased civil disturbances, appears to 
be in prospect. President Chamoun is convinced that 
he is the only pro-Western leader who can be success- 
ful in the presidential elections scheduled for midsum- 
mer, and the President’s opponents, who are covertly 
supported by Egypt and Syria, have predicted an internal 
uprising if he runs. The Lebanese Parliament, which 
also elects the president, must first amend the constitu- 
tion by the end of May to permit him to take this step. 

I (Page 6) 


Okinawa: The extreme leftist party is expected to 
make significant gains, possibly winning as many as 
twelve seats, in the elections for the 29-seat Ryukyu Islands 
25X1 A legislature on 16 March. It is improbable that any one of 

the three major p arties, including the extreme leftists, will 
gain a majority. " 


I II. THE WEST 

France - western Mediterranean pact: A definite 
weakening of France’s long-standing position that Algeria 
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is an internal problem is implicit in GaillarcTs statement 
on 7 March that he would soon make "concrete proposals" 
on a western Mediterranean pact in which the "new Algeria 
would have a natural place." Mediterranean pacts have been 
proposed earlier by Italy and Spain. Morocco and Tunisia 
have previously taken the position that they could not accept 
membership in any pact with France unless Algeria were 
independent, I I 
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French policy on Morocco: Paris has decided "in prin- 
ciple" on an early major reduction in French ground forces 
in Morocco, both to reduce tension and to make them avail- 
able for use in Algeria. Such a force reduction would prob- 
ably come too late to regain much good will, particularly in 
view of France’s continued insistence that any economic 
credits to Morocco are contingent on a guarantee of French 
interests there, including a status-of-forces agreement. 
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Britain ; Defense Minister Sandys’ projected visit to the 
Soviet Union later this year is designed by the Macmillan 
government to convince the British public that it is moving 
to relax East- West tensions. The government faces intense 
pressure, both from Labor and its own supporters, to speed 
negotiations for a nuclear di sarmament agreement. 

1 (Page 10) 
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Opposition to Khrushchev Reported 
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Khrushchev failed to receive a strong central com- 
mittee vote of confidence last week for his MTS proposal. 


E 



Polish party lead- 


ers allegedly are attaching great importance to the vote 
since it indicates to them that there is serious opposition 
to Khrushchev within the Soviet hierarchy,. 


25X1 C 


25X1 C 


the proposal has brought Khrushchev under 
strong attack by conservative elements within the leader- 
ship and that even members of his "own circle" are in 
opposition. The opponents are said to argue that the plan 
deviates from "Leninist principles" and will have a seri- 
ous effect on collectivization program s throughout the bloc 

| Khrushchev is in a 

sufficiently strong position to achieve his aims . 
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Khrushchev has a considerable advantage in that the 
MTS proposal is on the books as having been approved by 
the central committee™- a decision which in effect places 
any continuing opposition in the category of an antiparty 
action. In these circumstances, further resistance to the 
program may be confined to foot-dragging or sniping. Out 
right opposition to the plan would inevitably entail a direct 
challenge to Khrushchev's authority and an upheaval within 


the leadership. 
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Foreign Ministers* Conference 
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Premier Bulganin's reply to President Eisenhower’s 
letter of 15 February continues the Soviet effort to focus 
the East-West exchange on procedural arrangements for 
a summit conference while seeking to discredit United 
States proposals for substantive preparatory negotiations 
to clarify the nature and purpose of such a conference. 
Bulganin took the line that since "agreement in principle" 
to hold a he ads -of -government meeting has been reached, 
all that remains is to "concentrate our joint efforts on 
practical preparations." He said the failure of the United 
States to reply to Soviet proposals on summit preparations 
and its continued insistence on "obviously unacceptable is- 
sues" tend to delay a summit meeting. 


Bulganinas letter contained two modifications in the 
position outlined in Gromyko’s aide-memoire of 28 Feb- 
ruary which are designed to give the impression of Soviet 
flexibility on a foreign ministers’ conference. It omitted 
both the proviso that this conference must be confined to 
the "organizational side" of summit preparations and the 
listing of countries which should participate. While it is 
possible that the USSR will eventually agree to a more re- 
stricted composition than it originally proposed, it is un- 
likely that the Soviet leaders will consent to substantive 
negotiations at the foreign ministers level. Soviet Ambas- 
sador Malik in London reminded Ambassador Whitney on 
4 March that the USSR does not require the same compo- 
sition for both a foreign ministers’ and a summit confer- 
ence, but he emphasized that the former should be confined 
to procedure. 


The Soviet premier's letter suggests that the USSR may 
make further concessions on the composition of both confer- 
ences as a means of bringing pressure on the West to drop 
its demands for adeq uate substantive preparations for a 
summit conference. 
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Lebanese President Will Seek Re-election 

Lebanese President Chamoun has decided to seek re- 
election, according to the American ambassador in Beirut. 
He plans to obtain in May the constitutional amendment 
necessary to permit him to run again and he hopes to com- 
plete parliamentary action in one day to minimize the pos- 
sibility that the opposition could block the move. The 
President believes he has the two -thirds parliamentary 
majority necessary for both the amendment and subsequent 
re-election. 


His pro -Egyptian political opponents have predicted 
that Chamoun’s candidacy will result in an internal uprising. 
When his plans become known, they will probably promote 
antigovernment demonstrations and terroristic actions. 
Nasir’s United Arab Republic can be expected to increase 
its anti -Chamoun propaganda, as well as its subversive 
efforts within Lebanon. The critical factor in maintain- 
ing order will be the attitude of army commander General 
Shehab, who has been mentioned as a possible candidate, 
although he has indicated no political aspirations. 
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Leftists Expected to Gain in Election of 
Ryukyu Legislature 


The extreme leftist Liaison Council for the Protec- 
tion of Democracy (LCPD) is waging an aggressive 
campaign in preparation for the 16 March election of 
the Ryukyu Islands legislature,. Observers expect the 
LCPD to win at least five and possibly as many as 12 
seats in the 29-seat body. Formed following the ouster 
of the pro- Communist mayor of Naha, Okinawa, last 
November, the council has since made gains in two ma- 
jor elections in the capital city by camouflaging its Com- 
munist ties and championing popular issues such as re- 
version to Japan and opposition to US land acquisition and 
land compensation policies. 

The conservative Democratic and moderate Social- 
ist Masses parties, alarmed by leftist gains, are attempt- 
ing to limit the number of candidates to avoid splitting the 
nonleftist vote. These efforts, however, are hampered by 
the breakdown of discipline in both parties. 


No one of these three contesting parties is likely to 
win a majority. Consequently, support of policies of the 
American administration is likely to depend on the coop- 

f ion of independents and m embers of the Democratic 
Socialist Masses parties. I 
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I IX THE WEST 


France - Western Mediterranean Pact 

Premier Gaillard’s statement on 7 March to the French 
National Assembly that he would soon make "concrete pro- 
posals" on a western Mediterranean pact in which "the new 
Algeria would have a natural place" is France's first public 
admission that it cannot settle the Algerian problem in a 
purely national context. Several days earlier the French 
UN permanent representative had expressed an interest in 
bringing the Algerian issue before NATO although he seemed 
to think that this might involve having both Tunisia and Morocco 
become members of NATO, 


The idea of a western Mediterranenan pact had previous- 
ly been discussed by both Rome and Madrid but is only now 
being given official recognition by the French Government. 
The French proposal would call for membership by Italy, 
Spain, Morocco, Tunisia, and possibly by the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Libya, 


A regional pact of this nature could be a means of link- 
ing Spain, Morocco, and Tunisia to the North Atlantic alli- 
ance, However, Morocco and Tunisia have previously taken 
the position that they could not accept membership in any 
multilateral pact with France unless Algeria were independ- 
ent and a partiier* 
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French Decision to Cut Ground Forces in Morocco 

The French decision "in principle" to undertake an 
early reduction of ground forces in Morocco is cited by 
the French ambassador in Rabat as evidence that Pre- 
mier Gaillard feels every possible step must be taken to 
maintain French- Moroccan relations "on an even keel„" 

This is the first intimation that the government, in view 
of its deteriorating relations with Rabat, may have adopted 
the advice of General Petit, the French armed forces staff 
specialist on North African affairs, to reduce ground forces 
while retaining naval and air bases for training and for 
Moroccan air defense. 


General Petit in January criticized the present French 
army commander in Morocco, General Cogny, for his 
"occupation" psychology, and suggested he be replaced. 
Budgetary considerations and the probability that many 
French army personnel now in Morocco will soon be needed 
in Algeria may also have influenced Paris 5 decision. France 
has an estimated 40,000 army, 10,000 air force, and 5,000 
naval personnel in Morocco. 


A major troop reduction would help France regain some 
of its declining good will among Moroccans. In view of the 
Istiqlal party’s formal demand for evacuation of all foreign 
forces, however, it will probably come too late to make 
much difference, particularly since the French persist in 
linking further release of the economic credits they prom- 
ised Rabat to negotiations for Moroccan guarantees of French 

interests, f 
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British Defense Minister Sandys to Visit Moscow 


Defense Minister Sandys 5 acceptance of an invita- 
tion to visit Moscow reflects the British Government's 
efforts to deal with its serious public opinion problem. 

He will be the first member of the Macmillan govern- 
ment to visit the Soviet Union, The government has 
announced that he is unlikely to go for several months., 

Intense public pressure is being brought to bear 
on the government to speed East- West negotiations for 
relaxation of international tensions by means of a nu- 
clear disarmament agreement and ’’disengagement” in 
central Europe. The joint campaign launched by the 
Labor party and the trade unions on 6 March on these 
issues promises to maintain the pressure. A group of 
representative Conservative MP's told Ambassador Whit- 
ney on 5 March that the West was losing the cold war be- 
cause it appeared to take an inflexible attitude, especially 
toward a summit meeting. 


By having Sandys travel to Moscow the government 
presumably hopes to convince the British public that it 
is doing what it can to maintain personal contact with the 
Russians , At the same time London will hope that be- 
cause Sandys has no direct foreign-policy responsibil- 
ities, Britain's allies will not consider his trip a b reak 
in the common front. 
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